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Climbipg the Tallest Mounlain

Seeing all the first-timers/newcomers who took their
test before me brought back memories of my first test and
how little [ know at that time.
since ithen but I"m still like someone who has just gotten

['’ve comp a little ways

off the bus at 5-gome toclimb Mt. Fuji = I’ m just beginning
and it will take 2 lot of effort to accomplish my coal.
Have Lo put one foot in front of the other...

When it wes my turn to take the test, I was just happy
to finelly begin as the interminable weiting and pre-test
thinking/worrying seemed Lo drag on forever. During the
Lest, [ remember fee!ine calm and relaxed even if 1 didn’t.
loaok s0 to you. It was interesting/enjoyable (fun?) being
attacked by multiple ’partners’ and by someone with a
weapon. Kind of sharpens the senses and gets the
adrenaline flowing.

Anyway, everyone needs some happiness &nd excitement in
their lives to brighten their day so let’s make friends

through doing aikido together...
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Sankyu & Thank You!
Sankyu.....

SankyU. . .us? Sankyu.....! Thenkyou!
Thankyou. Thank you to ‘everyone at Sgibukan for all vour
time, support and advice. I do appreciate it. I wasn't sure
if 1 would meke it to sankyu this time. |

When | first started Karate | became aware of a saying
that went something like “After a persan first sbarts
training, they will get worse before Lhey get better.”
This was true for Karate and it certainly seems true for
Aikido as well. Somet.imes it feels as though oy ‘room for
improvemenl.’ keeps expanding, rather than getting smal ler.
But then apain, this is what makes studying a Martial Art
s0 interesting. There will always be room for improvement
and so always something more to learn so, even if I am
getting worse, it merely means that there is just that much
more to learn.

Thanks again to everyone at Seibukan, congratulations
to all the others who made pronmotion, good luck to everyone
else, end [’m looking forward to training with vou in the

future. Cheers,
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